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THE DALAI LAMA
FOREWORD

Despite their obvious differences, science and Buddhism share several key features in
common. Both are committed to empirical observation, the testing of hypotheses, avoiding
blind adherence to dogma, and cultivating a spirit of openness and exploration. Most
importantly, Buddhism and science share as a fundamental aim the contribution they can
make to humanity’s well-being. While science has developed a deep and sophisticated
understanding of the material world, the Buddhist tradition has evolved a profound
understanding of the inner world of the mind and emotions and ways to transform them. [
have no doubt that improving collaboration, dialogue and shared research between these two
traditions will help to foster a more enlightened, compassionate, and peaceful world.

I have long supported the introduction of a comprehensive science education into the
curriculum of the traditional Tibetan monastic educational system. When I first heard that
Emory University proposed to develop and implement such a science education program for
Tibetan monks and nuns in collaboration with the Library of Tibetan Works and Archives, I
thought it would take many years. When [ visited Emory University in October 2007, I was
genuinely surprised to be presented with the first edition of a science textbook for Tibetan
monks and nuns, the result of more than a year’s work by a team of dedicated scientists and
translators at Emory.

By extending the opportunities for genuine dialogue between science and spirituality, and by
training individuals well versed in both scientific and Buddhist traditions, the Emory-Tibet
Science Initiative has the potential to be of great meaning and significance to the world at
large. Once more, the creation of this primer series, presented in both Tibetan and English, is a
clear tribute to the commitment and dedication of all those involved in this project. With the
preparation having been done with such care, I am confident that the long-term prospects for
this project are bright.

I congratulate my friend Dr. James Wagner, President of Emory University, the science faculty
and translators of the Emory-Tibet Science Initiative, and everyone who has lent their support
to this project for achieving so much in such a short time and offer you all my sincere thanks.

T
A@“

4 October 2010
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Education is one of the most potent tools we have for ensuring a better world for ourselves and for
generations to come. To be truly effective, however, education must be used responsibly and in service
to others. This ideal of an education that molds character as well as intellect is the vision on which
Emory University was founded, and the challenges of our time show that the need for such education is
as great as ever.

This vision is one that His Holiness the Dalai Lama shares deeply, and it is the reason for the close
relationship that has emerged between His Holiness and Emory over the past two decades. On
October 22, 2007, it was my pleasure and privilege to welcome His Holiness to Emory to be installed as
Presidential Distinguished Professor and to join our community as a most distinguished member of our
faculty.

The interdisciplinary and international nature of the Emory-Tibet Science Initiative, the most recent and
ambitious project of the Emory-Tibet Partnership, is an example of Emory University’s commitment to
courageous leadership for positive transformation in the world. This far-reaching initiative seeks to
effect a quiet revolution in education. By introducing comprehensive science instruction into the Tibetan
monastic curriculum, it will lay a solid foundation for integrating insights of the Tibetan tradition with
modern science and modern teaching, through genuine collaboration and mutual respect. The result, we
trust, will be a more robust education of both heart and mind and a better life for coming generations.

The Emory-Tibet Partnership was established at Emory in 1998 to bring together the western and
Tibetan traditions of knowledge for their cross-fertilization and the discovery of new knowledge for the
benefit of humanity. This primer and the other companion primers are splendid examples of what can be
accomplished by the interface of these twao rich traditions. We at Emory University remain deeply
committed to the Emory-Tibet Science Initiative and to our collaboration with His Holiness and Tibetan
institutions of higher learning.

To the monastic students who will benefit from these books, | wish you great success in your studies and
future endeavors.

s S Pl
James W. Wagner /“/ﬁ

President

Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia 30322
An equdf opportunity, a'fﬁmmriue action university
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PROLOGUE

It is most fulfilling to be able to bring out this primer as part of the complete series of core science textbooks along with
reference materials for a six-year program in modern science developed for Tibetan monks and nuns. This collaborative
undertaking between Emory University and the Library of Tibetan Works and Archives, which is both unprecedented
and highly challenging, took birth under the aegis of His Holiness the Dalai Lama and is known as the Robert A. Paul
Emory-Tibet Science Initiative (ETSI). To ensure the successful implementation of the ETSI, we have been working to

create bilingual materials catered to the Tibetan monastic community and make them available in print forms.

It is a great honor for the two of us to play a part in overseeing this project. While each of us finds great inspiration for
this project and the promise it holds, the full scope of its vision lies with His Holiness the Dalai Lama. For several de-
cades, His Holiness has had the dream of introducing science education as a crucial component of the Tibetan monastic
curriculum. While this is a bold step, His Holiness sees far-reaching benefits in such an undertaking. The integration
of science into Tibetan monastic study will serve as a model and a trailblazer for constructive collaborations between
religious and scientific traditions. It will help to inspire a paradigm shift in modern education as we know it, by provid-
ing resources for integrating the training of both heart and intellect to create a balanced education of the whole person.
Furthermore, it will create a new science literature in the Tibetan language, thereby enriching the already extensive
Tibetan literary tradition and helping to preserve the endangered Tibetan culture. This project represents a significant
step towards a genuine convergence of science and spirituality. This convergence, which would enable us to tap into
the combined resources of knowledge of the external world and knowledge of the inner world of the mind, could prove

crucial for our future survival.

We are deeply honored, grateful, and humbled by the trust and confidence His Holiness has shown in us by entrusting
us with this project, so dear to his heart. We thank him for his constant guidance, vision, and support at every step of
the way. Furthermore, we thank all those who have made the Emory-Tibet Science Initiative possible. In particular, Dr.
James W. Wagner, President of Emory University, has provided critical institutional support, without which none of this
would be possible. Our role has simply been to oversee ETSI, but its actualization is due to many others, most notably
the tireless and selfless ETSI faculty, our dedicated team of translators both at Emory University and at the Library of
Tibetan Works and Archives, and the administrators and staff of Emory and LTWA, who have supported this ambitious
undertaking in countless ways. Crucially, this project has depended upon generous financial support from Emory Uni-
versity, the Dalai Lama Trust, the Joni Winston Fund, the John Templeton Foundation, and a number of key donors:
including the Judith McBean Foundation, the Lostand Foundation, Jaynn Kushner, and Drepung Loseling Monastery,

Inc. Atlanta. To all these supporters, we would like to express humbly our deepest gratitude and thanks.

Geshe Lhakdor
Director, Library of Tibetan Works and Archives

Geshe Lobsang Tenzin Negi

Director, Emory-Tibet Science Initiative
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TRANSLATOR’S NOTE

Guided by His Holiness the Dalai Lama’s far-reaching vision to better the humanity through close collaboration be-
tween science and religion, and inspired by his constant emphasis on the importance of introducing modern science
education in the monastic institutions, Emory-Tibet Science Initiative (ETSI), since its inception in 2006, has under-
taken a 3-step strategy of planning, developing, and implementing a comprehensive and sustainable monastic science
education program. Initially, for a period of two years, its faculty—in consultation with experts conversant in both
traditions—discussed, planned and developed science curriculum and teaching programs tailored for monastics. Fol-
lowing that, for the next six years, during the development phase, numerous bilingual science textbooks and teaching
materials were developed and distributed, six-week summer science intensives were organized annually where faculty
from various universities, prominently from Emory, taught science to select groups of monastic students from differ-
ent schools of Tibetan Buddhism. Two cohorts of more than 90 monastics, both monks and nuns, participated in the
six-year program and graduated in 2012 and 2013 respectively. Each cohort was awarded certificates of completion at
what could be considered history making ceremonies. This allowed monastic institutions opportunities to have future

indigenous monastic science teachers.

With the successful completion of the planning and the development phases the monastic institutions are now poised to
introduce modern science into their core monastic curriculum and implementing long-term sustainable science educa-
tion programs. To assist in these efforts and to help lay a firm foundation of science education, ETSI has been devel-
oping 19 primers and several reference books, which would be made available to all monastic institutions that wish
to start science education and use its materials. From the summer of 2014 ETSI will additionally organize and fund
visiting teachers from the west to lead summer intensives at various monastic locations in India, subject to availability

of resources.

This introductory book, one of the 19 primers, is the textbook for the first year physics course. The initial manuscript
was compiled and composed by two of the first batch of six Tenzin Gyatso Science Scholars—Thabkhe from Sera Jey
Monastery and Kunjo Baiji from Bon Menri Monastery, with guidance and advice from Prof. John Malko of Emory
University. During the 2013 summer intensive, a group of monastic scholars consisting of the above six Tenzin Gyatso
Science Scholars, a few past graduates of the ETSI summer program which included Gomang Geshe Dadul, Sera Jey
Geshe Nyima Tashi, Gaden Shartse Geshe Kalsang, Loseling monk Sonam Choephel, Loseling monk Thupten Tsering,
Loseling monk Tsering Phuntsok and Loseling monk Tenzin Choegyal, and the two of us formed a team to review the
whole manuscript. After the completion of the summer intensive, the ETSI translator Tsondue Samphel revised and edit-
ed the entire book. Final review was done by Geshe Lhakdor, the Director of the Library of Tibetan Works and Archives.

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed in making this book possible. We extend our greetings to all.

Tsondue Samphel
Geshe Dadul Namgyal

Emory-Tibet Science Initiative
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